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It has been said about the author that he sees information where others see only data.

The bible records a wealth of data about many topics that are in the realm of information claimed to be the domain of modern science.  Such a topic would be the physical characteristics of any entity that exists in reality, not in imagination, not in religion, but in physical reality.  The bible claims that there is such an entity that is real, existed before the existence of the universe, created the universe, and that entity is referred to in modern language bibles as “God,” or “Lord.” That entity described in the bible is not necessarily the same as what comes to mind when those words is used in the current modern culture. 

This article is about the physical characteristics of the God of the bible as described in the information found in the bible, stripped of all religious interpretation.  It is not about the character of God.  It is not about the physical characteristics of Jesus.  It is about the physical characteristics of the non-incarnate “God” of the bible.

Recorded in the bible are many encounters with the non-incarnate God of the bible.

Lets look first at the well known “burning bush” incident.

[Exd 3:1-22 KJV] 

1 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, [even] to Horeb. 

2 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush [was] not consumed. 3 And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. 

4 And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here [am] I. 

5 And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest [is] holy ground. 

6 Moreover he said, I [am] the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. 

7 And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which [are] in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; 

8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land…” 

What did Moses actually observed and record in this passage of scripture?  What information about the physical characteristics of God can we glean from this record?

Moses saw something.

It is referred to by three descriptors:
1.  Angel hayah of the LORD (messenger of the existence[existence in a timeless sense.]
2.  The LORD Yĕhovah  itself (the existence in a timeless sense)
3.  God 'elohiym (the plural form of the essence of might, power, force, energy, ie. The Higher Powers
Moses perceived it to be fire, but it was not fire in all it’s features.  

It “appeared” to be the visible flame of fire, or at least some form of continuously existing force or energy touching, but not consuming a bush.

Whatever it was possibly had glowing, emitting light, flickering, or some other characteristics associated with the flame of fire.

It touched, was inside, or hovered above (“out of the midst of”) something, but it did not consume what it appeared to be in contact with. (Compare this with what appeared to be tongues of fire resting on people on the day of Pentecost.)

It was something Moses had not observed before so he changed course to observe it more closely.

v4. Whatever it was had capability of observation (it saw Moses’action)

Whatever it was had capability of interpreting action (intelligence)

Whatever it was had capability to contain information (It knew Moses’ name without introduction.)

Whatever it was had capability of communication 

It communicated to Moses in Moses’ native language (at least Moses perceived it to be the sounds of spoken language) Compare this to Acts 2:6 where every man heard in his own native language.  It does not say those under the “flame” spoke in everyone’s native language, but that each hearer heard in their own native language.  Compare this to Paul’s hearing the spoken words from the great light that knocked him from his horse where others only heard rumblings.

It understood Moses’ spoken response

It issued commands 

It knew history

It claimed to be the higher power of Moses’ ancestors.

It claimed to have seen, heard, and interpreted items that were far of in time and space, knowing affliction and sorrow of the people of Hebrew people in Egypt.

It claimed those Hebrew people in Egypt as his own people.

It had purpose (intelligence, engineering, or whatever you want to call putting facts and actions together to cause a desired effect.)

It had wisdom, the ability to put power and intelligence together to a constructive end.  Compare this to elohiym creating the universe by his power, intelligence, and wisdom.

It possesses all the characteristics necessary to consider it to be extra-terrestrial intelligence (as in SETI) :
It is not physically flesh and blood—not a hydrocarbon based life form such as us.
As such, it is most likely not limited to the ecosphere around planet earth.
What appears as flames of fire is not dependent upon physical matter to exist because it is not consuming the physical matter of the bush
It has the power to interact with its physical environment (It is constrained to the proximity of the bush.)
It is aware of its own existence.
It is aware of its surroundings
It is aware of, and recognizes nearby intelligent life form.
It is aware of time, including the past, present, and future.
It has knowledge of events and places in the past, present, and future.
It has Power to interact with its surroundings.
It has Intelligence as it can communicate intelligently with a human.
It has a will of its own (It came for a purpose.)
It has self esteem (Take your shoes off when you are in my presence.)
It has Wisdom, it can, and does, use intelligence to judge a constructive course of action.
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