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The Image of God

By  Max B. Frederick, AnOldScientist
This article is a mind twister…

You may have to exercise your imagination.

But then how else does a scientist think outside the box
 to come up with alternate hypotheses.

Or, maybe we should call it an exercise in philosophy…?
To a scientist from another universe, it would be unimaginable to conceive of a form of matter that had the attributes of life—more specifically, a form of life that had the attributes of self awareness, intelligence, the power to accomplish logically planned future events—all the things that humans assume to be commonplace in our lives.

We are a carbon based life form.  Is carbon the only base for life form?  Or is there another?  Could there be a planet where silicon, rather than carbon is the matter that takes on life form?  Or, maybe, another universe where the attributes we identify as life are energy based rather than matter based?

Imagine, for a moment, another universe, where matter is the lesser significant part of it, where  energy rather than mass took on various forms, where force or energy took shape and possessed similar attributes as we witness in the form of matter that is human life.

Most matter—the most familiar forms of matter that appear in the universe, are globs of mass that when of the right temperature, are solid blobs of inert stuff—simply rocks.  

When they get hot, they may change form to liquid, or gas, they may glow.  

When they get cold, they change back to solid blobs of inert rock.  

They are not aware they exist.  

They may be the size of a planet, the size of a drop of rain, the size of a gigantic star, but they are not aware that they themselves exist.

Are they simply a wonderful display of fireworks?

Only the most miniscule part of the mass of the known universe has attributes leading to self awareness.  That miniscule bit of the universe would be so insignificant that it would be ignored—

if it were not for the fact that I am one of those unique forms of matter.

A simple description of a human life form might go like this:  A form of matter possessing attributes leading to self awareness.  A form of matter that is aware it exists, and is aware of the universe in which it exists. 

In the imagination of a scientist outside our universe, the attributes such a form of matter would possess might be,  intelligence, power to accomplish what intelligence devises, and wisdom to use those attributes to accomplish constructive ends.  

Other scientists—those who had never observed this miniscule part of this universe—would just laugh and ridicule such a scientist for imagining such a thing.

Those three attributes are enough to make human life form impossible to imagine—if it were not for the fact that we  are witnesses to its existence.

The concept that its existence is inevitable would be unimaginable—if it were not for the fact that it in fact does exist.

In the absence of any observation of such a form of matter…

Imagine, for a moment, another universe, where matter was not a part of it, where energy of various forms took shape and possessed similar attributes as we witness in the human life form.  

Could a scientist in such a universe imagine a form of matter we have been describing, one with attributes leading to self awareness?

A Form of Matter:

Human beings are a form of matter possessing attributes leading to self awareness—to awareness of self and of the universe in which we live.

But one attribute that form of matter does not possess is eternal existence.

But lets back up a bit.

We live in a universe that—at least in the minds of most non-scientists—consists of matter of various forms.  We humans are one of those forms.

But more and more, scientists are realizing that matter is not the only component of our universe.  Maybe it is not even the most significant part of our universe???

What about various forms of force, energy, dark matter…what?

Daily solar energy pours forth from the sun to sustain life on earth.

Constantly the force of gravity holds things together.

What about the force of magnetism?  Any other forces?

All those unimaginable things scientists are discovering in the universe gives one pause…

A Form of Non-Matter?

Imagine, for a moment, another universe, where matter is the lesser significant part of it, where  energy rather than mass took on various forms, where force or energy took shape and possessed similar attributes as we witness in the form of matter that is human life.

The Image of God

Most theologians are hung up on the image of God being the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

However, intense study of the actual facts recorded in the bible reveal the three attributes are, Power (force/energy), Intelligence, and Wisdom.  Within the pages of the bible, the Power is morphed into the concept of “Father” the Intellegence is overtly stated to become the Son, and the Wisdom becomes recognized as the Holy Spirit aspect of God.  But that information is of the magnitude of another doctoral thesis and beyond the scope of this article.

But, assuming the scriptural description of the image of God to be some massless form of Energy, Intelligence, and Wisdom, let us proceed in trying to imagine such attributes in some form of matter.

How is that for turning the question around from trying to imagine the existence of a God to trying to imagine the existence of a form of matter made in the image of God?

Does that stretch your imagination?

Could it be that the image of God in which humans are made is simply those above attributes in matter rather than in some form of non-matter, some form of energy/force?  Could it be that the existence of eternal life granted by that “God” is the transplanting of that blob of attributes in each human into the same blob of attributes in a non-matter form such as a blob of energy (the new body) such that it no longer has the mortal feature of non-eternality?

Could I be any less scientific in my way of saying it?

Without, of course, becoming religious sounding?

To a scientist from another universe, it would be almost beyond imagination to conceive of a form of matter that had the attributes of self awareness, intelligence, the power to accomplish logically planned future events—all the things that humans assume to be commonplace in our lives.
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