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The Deity Concept

By  Max B. Frederick, AnOldScientist
“   [be] ready always to [give] an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you…”  I Peter 3:16 (KJV)

“I know, what I know, what I know.”
                        Charlotte Wheeler, Arnold, California, ca. 1979

If some intelligent life form from outside our universe were to observe our universe of matter, space, time and energy, it would be very difficult for that life form to imagine any such thing as a form of matter that has the attributes that we recognize as intelligent life—unless they accidentally happened upon the planet earth, and the life form we know to exist—human beings.

Likewise, it is just as difficult for an intelligent scientist, within our universe, to imagine a non-matter life form outside the universe as we know it.

But, that is exactly what the bible describes as what we refer to as the God of the bible

Deify:  to elevate to the rank of a god.

Prime mover

Primary Cause

Higher Power

Any object or concept deemed worthy of worship/praise/glorification.

Something set aside for reverence

Imaginary benevolent benefactor

A least understood, yet most universally accepted concept is that of Deity.

To try to prove the existence or non-existence of any such thing as a Deity requires a precise definition of what you are trying to prove exists or not.

Of course, God can be defined in such a way that it is obviously non-existent, or can be defined in such a way that it is obvious that it does exist.  For example, if you define God as anything that is worshiped, such as a new car, it is obvious that such worship exists and there are new cars that are the object osf such worship, even if only temporarily, therefore, the existence of a god in the form of a car is proven.

But, the gods of various religions are more difficult to define.  

Some religions insist that there is one supreme God and any religion that exists and worships a god is in fact worshiping that one supreme God—that is the one God that is the object of most effort to disprove the existence of any such thing.

Deify,  idolize,  worship,  exalt,  glorify,  adore,  

Deity,. divinity,. god,. idol,. divine being,. holy being,.

Revere,  admire,  respect,  look up to,  hold in the highest regard,  be in awe of,  worship,  venerate  

deity 
c.1300, from O.Fr. deite, from L.L. deitatem (nom. deitas) "divine nature," coined by Augustine from L. deus "god," from PIE *deiwos (see Zeus). 

Deity:

1. a god or goddess 

2. 2. the state of being divine; godhead 
3. 3. the rank, status, or position of a god 
4. 4. the nature or character of God   
5. C14: from Old French, from Late Latin deitās,  from Latin deus  god]
deity 
c.1300, from O.Fr. deite, from L.L. deitatem (nom. deitas) "divine nature," coined by Augustine from L. deus "god," from PIE *deiwos (see Zeus). 

deity. Dictionary.com. Online Etymology Dictionary. Douglas Harper, Historian. http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/deity (accessed: January 24, 2012).

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/deity

Saint Augustine, a.d. 354–430,  one of the Latin fathers in the early Christian Church; author; bishop of Hippo in N Africa. 
God
noun 
1.  the one Supreme Being, the creator and ruler of the universe. 

2. 
the Supreme Being considered with reference to a particular attribute: the God of Islam. 
3.  ( lowercase 
4.  ( often lowercase [image: image1.png]


) a supreme being according to some particular conception: the god of mercy. 
5.  Christian Science . the Supreme Being, understood as Life, Truth, love, Mind, Soul, Spirit, Principle. 

6.  ( lowercase [image: image2.png]


) an image of a deity; an idol. 

7.  ( lowercase [image: image3.png]


) any deified person or object. 

8.  ( often lowercase [image: image4.png]


) Gods, Theater . 
a.  the upper balcony in a theater. 

b.  the spectators in this part of the balcony. 

verb (used with object) god·ded, god·ding. ( lowercase [image: image5.png]


) 
9.  to regard or treat as a god; deify; idolize. 

interjection 
10.  (used to express disappointment, disbelief, weariness, frustration, annoyance, or the like): God, do we have to listen to this nonsense? 
Origin: 
before 900; Middle English, Old English;  cognate with Dutch god, German Gott, Old Norse goth, Gothic guth 
But none of these definitions correspond to the information contained within the bible that describes the God of the bible.

Through the processes of logic and religious bias, theologians have added much to the actual information in the bible.  That added information must be stripped away before modern science even attempts to conceive the existence they are trying to prove or disprove.

Also, the bible contains a wealth of information describing the attributes of the God of the bible that is routinely ignored by theologians in favor of their religious concepts superimposed upon what the bible actually says.

In the definitions of religious or religion, it is devotion, fervor, zeal and related activities, not the reality of the object of the devotion 

The definition of religious or religion, devotion, fervor, zeal and related activities are the defining attributes, not the reality of the object of such activity.  Devotion to an ultimate reality or to some supernatural imagination are equally qualified to define such activity as religious or a religion.
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