Science and the Bible Discussion Group Meeting October 21, 2010:

Present were Linda Krowel, Mike Wood, and Max Frederick.  Hopefully next week more will be in attendance. 

The question for discussion was:

What is the Actual (Physical?) Description of God as Found in the Scripture of the Bible?

To clarify the question, it is concerning the description of that eternal existence that created the universe, and that at one time became flesh and dwelt among us, and continues to exist after that fleshly existence lest this earth.

The question is not concerning the physical description of that fleshly manifestation while dwelling among humans as a human.

The meeting lasted approximately one hour and addressed two parts of this many part process of answering this question.

The parts addressed were:

1.  List several religious concepts of what the physical existence of the God of the bible should look like according to popular religious concepts, independent of what the bible says.  Such things were brought up as, 

an invisible spirit (spirit being an undefined concept),

the commonly expressed phrase, ”the light of His glory,”

An old man with a long gray beard leaning on a cane.  

Some people actually consider the God of the bible to be just a concept invented by the creative religious evolution of humankind.

Other concepts that came in after the meeting:

This quote was found on a science discussion web site:

“…they have indeed uncovered another mystery but it doesn't mean there really is a Sky Daddy sitting up in the clouds writing down every thing you do -- especially so called " sins ".  god is nature.  god is reality.  god is NOT a judgmental super being just waiting for us to screw up so he can send us to " hell ".”

Alan added the following concepts of God via email:  

GOD IS 

SOUND, WIND, FIRE.
OTHER THAN THAT
A)GEOLOGIST
B)BIOLOGIST
C)BOTONIST
D)ASTRONOMIST
E)ALL THINGS
F)DESIGNER AND CREATOR

It is interesting just how varied the actual concepts are of something we all think we understand what someone is talking about when they say the word “God.”

 2.  Make a list of places in the bible where we might find clues or details as to what that eternal existence known as the God of the bible actually is, or at least some description of what it appears to be.  Here is a partial list.  These are just off the top of our heads when first asked the question.  

Add to it for next meeting.

We can look at the original meaning of the word that is used for the name used for God in the first verse of the bible.

We can look at the attributes attributed to that entity such as power, intelligence and wisdom.

We can look at such biblical passages as what Moses saw at the burning bush experience.

Or look at the description as tongues of fire on the day of Pentecost.

Or in revelations the description of that which sat on the great white throne.

Or Elijah’s experience of the still small voice or the fire that lit the alter that had been soaked with water.  I Kings 19:12  We observed that it was a soft communication apparently in quotable words.

Or Jeremiah’s description of the attributes that were employed in the creation of the universe as Power, Wisdom, and Discretion/Understanding.

Proverbs claim that “wisdom” was present at the creation of the universe.  Proverbs 8:22-31.

The pillar of light that followed or lead the Israelites in the desert. Ex 13:21, 22, Num 14:14.

Or the glow that lingered on the face of Moses after his experience with being in the presence of God.

Or what is the depth of the meaning of Jonah’s reply to the sailors who enquired of Jonah what he was about that caused the sailors to be struck with shock and awe.  Jonah 1:7-10

In the beginning was the Word (Logos)…. and the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.  John 1:1-12

God is a spirit and they that worship Him…John 4:24 

What is a spirit…in non-religious terms.  How could a list of the attributes of a spirit be compiled as if by a scientist?  Does the bible give clues as to such a list?

Some attributes were recognized in the above list, but an exhaustive list of attributes was not made.  

Mike made the observation that for such an important concept as what God would look like, there are very few places actually found in such a large book as the bible.  Comparing this to ancient Greek mythology, great detail was given to the physical appearance of their gods.

It might be worth our time to dig into the original meanings of the actual original words used in these passages rather than depend upon the typical translations of those concepts.

Homework

Add to the above lists and bring the ideas to next meeting.

Next week:

Add to the list of references to be studied and discussed.

Extract a list of attributes, even if not related to physical appearance such as burning, glowing, etc, but other non appearance attributes, such as ability to communicate and carry on conversation with humans, ability to create a universe, and the tools attributed to that existence that are used to accomplish such feats.

Another future related question might be to define a spirit in non-religious/non-emotional terms.

Future:

It may take several sessions to exhaust this topic.

Gen 3:5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods( 'elohiym), knowing good and evil.
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Remember, the root meaning of the ancient Hebrew word, 'elohiym, is the plural form of the concept encompassing our English words:  powers/energies/forces

'Elohiym is the Ancient Hebrew word used for that entity/concept we are trying to describe/define.  It is 'Elohiym that is said to have brought the universe into existence in the first verse of the bible.  (At that point in the bible there is no mention of the attribute of  'Elohiym as being eternally existent although it is not necessary to mention that attribute every time the concept 'Elohiym is mentioned. 

So far, we have found the attributes of this 'Elohiym, in addition to being “powers/energies/forces,” to be “knowing” as in “For 'Elohiym doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as 'elohiym, knowing good and evil.  (Note:  Remember, Hebrew words that end in some form of -iym is the equivalent of English words ending in -s in that it means more than one—plural.)

Further, this “knowing” includes the discernment of right from wrong (good and evil/that which works out versus that which brings calamity, as in the concept we assign to the English word, Wisdom.)   (See Proverbs chapter 8 where Wisdom claims to have been a possession of 'Elohiym before the creation of the universe, and to have been there and to have taken part in the details of that creation.)

