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By  Max B. Frederick, AnOldScientist
Assume for a moment that we are scientists who have never heard of the concept of a universal god who created the universe.

We are trying to figure out the origin of the universe.  Now that we have discovered that the universe as we know it had a beginning, what caused it to come into existence?

That is assuming that everything that happens has to have a cause.

Shall we take that as one of those truisms that are accepted as self-evident?

Maybe we should even question that.  If it is not true, then there need not be any cause for the universe to have sprung into existence some so many billions of years ago.  Or if it did have a cause, there is no need for the cause to have a cause.

But if it is true, then the cause of the cause has to have a cause, unless we can find something that has always existed and can be neither created nor destroyed.

That is where the law of conservation of energy has potential.

It has been said that energy can be neither created nor destroyed.  Then that idea has been modified to the idea that matter and energy can be interchangeable (E=MC2), but not created nor destroyed.

There is a fact, or if you wish, a law, governing natural phenomena that are known to date. There is no known exception to this law; it is exact, so far we know. The law is called conservation of energy; it states that there is a certain quantity, which we call energy, that does not change in manifold changes which nature undergoes. That is a most abstract idea, because it is a mathematical principle; it says that there is a numerical quantity, which does not change when something happens. It is not a description of a mechanism, or anything concrete; it is just a strange fact that we can calculate some number, and when we finish watching nature go through her tricks and calculate the number again, it is the same.
—The Feynman Lectures on Physics

Does that open up the possibility that when matter (the universe) came into existence, it was a conversion of some kind of something that can not be created nor destroyed, something that does not have to have a cause?

If so, then, the cause of the universe coming into existence has some possibility of being discovered.

Could the characteristics of whatever caused the universe to come into existence include some form of power or energy?  Power=energy/time.

Could it be that the fourfold universe of time, space, matter, and energy, are just the result of some previous state of an equal amount of whatever it is?

If so, power must be one of the characteristics of whatever set up the conditions for the universe to have come into existence.

Are we getting anywhere?

But what else is there that had to exist for all this power to become organized?

Are we missing something?

What about information?

� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Energy
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